Welcome to the November 2016 issue of Ultrasound. Although this issue, sadly, will be my last as Editorin-Chief, I am delighted to be able to tell you that Ultrasound is now indexed in PubMed Central (PMC). PMC is a free full-text archive of biomedical and life sciences journal literature at the U.S. National Institutes of Health's National Library of Medicine (NIH/NLM), and content indexed in PMC is fully searchable via the PubMed search functionality. Although PMC is a free full-text archive, BMUS has decided to retain a one-year embargo on new content, so that the full text of every article will only become freely available within PMC one year after publication in a regular issue. However, the titles and abstracts of all articles will be searchable immediately after issue publication. Ultrasound now has a dedicated page on the PMC web site which you can access at: http://www. ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/2889/ Indexing in PMC is an acknowledgement of the quality of a journal. To be accepted for indexing, a journal must undergo a review of the scientific and editorial quality of its articles as well as a review of the technical quality of its digital files. Thanks to the work of our editorial team, reviewers and of course our authors, we have been assessed as meeting these quality standards. I should also like to thank our publishers, SAGE Publications for their vital help in conducting our application for indexing.
One of the most useful features of PMC is its capacity to store and cross-reference articles from a wide range of sources in a common format. Users can then easily search the whole collection for relevant material. The PMC part of the PubMed Search engine is used by many researchers and clinicians from across the world when looking for information for use in practice or research. NIH-funded authors are mandated to index their articles in PMC no later than 12 months after publication. Many other funding bodies also require PMC indexing. We hope that indexing in PMC will greatly increase the visibility of Ultrasound content and increase citations of journal articles, making our journal more attractive to authors as a place to publish their research.
And finally, it is time for me to bid farewell as your Editor-in-Chief. It has been a privilege to serve in this position over the last four years. I hope that authors of articles published in the journal have been pleased with the quality of presentation and that readers have found the journal both interesting and valuable. Bid Kumar will take over as Editor-in-Chief in December this year. Bid has been a member of the Editorial Board for eight years and Deputy Editor for two years. In that time, he has brought much valuable knowledge and experience in obstetrics and gynaecology to the editorial team and I am sure will ensure that the Ultrasound continues to develop in terms of quality and content.
